Probing Questions








“Sportsfolio” by Patty Bounous

Teacher Interview Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. In this video, Bounous (a physical education teacher) takes time out of actual physical education for her students to do a written project.  Do you think that physical education teachers should do this? Why or why not?

2. Think about when you were in junior high.  Did you attend physical education classes?  What types of activities did you do?  Did you do any written work or studying?  If you didn’t, would you have liked to do things other than physical activity?  Why or why not?

3. Do you think it is important for junior high students to learn lifetime fitness activities/skills?  Why or why not?

4. Play the role of a physical education teacher.  During the course of a year, what would your goals and objectives be?  Develop your own PE lesson using technology to assist students in their learning/physical activity.

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. Review the lesson plan for “Sportsfolio.” (http://www.intime.uni.edu/video/033moms/0/)  Bounous used a three-point scale for assessment.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of using this type of scale, rather than a percentage scale?  Do you think this type of assessment scale is beneficial for the students?  Why or why not?

2. Toward the end of the video, Bounous discusses the increasing diversity among her students, and that the teachers have needed to adapt to this.  What can teachers do to adapt to a situation such as this?  What kinds of things shouldn’t teachers do as a reaction to increasing diversity among students?

3. Bounous lists her goals and objectives for the project in the “Sportsfolio” video.  If you were teaching this project, what would your goals and objectives be for the class?

Activity Overview Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. Think about a junior high physical education class.  What types of technology can you think of that could be used for physical education?  How could students and teachers use this technology in class?

2. Do you think it is a good idea to have a female-only physical education class, or do you think these classes should be co-ed?  Why?

3. Put yourself into the role of a student.  What are some advantages and disadvantages of doing computer work in pairs or groups?

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. This activity requires seventh and eighth grade students to choose a sports or fitness activity that they want to research in groups.  As a teacher, how would you help a student who was having trouble picking a topic?  How would you help a group that was in conflict about which topic to research?

2. Besides computer knowledge, what other student skills are being utilized for the “Sportsfolio” project?  How are the students using these skills?

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using the World Wide Web to research for this project?

4. As you watched this video, was there any aspect of the lesson that you would change?  Is there another activity you would include?  Would you remove anything from the lesson? Explain. 

Principles of Learning Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. In your own words, how is reflection related to learning?  How does it help in the learning process?  

2. Do you think a student’s active involvement in an activity improves his or her learning? How/why?

3. How does direct experience affect how a person learns?  Think of an example of something you might want to learn about with which direct experience can help.  How or why would the direct experience help in your learning?

4. Locate and read different research articles that discuss the importance of students’ active involvement in an activity.  Does research support this component as a facilitator of quality education?

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. In the video, how does Bounous encourage her students to engage in reflection?  What else could she have done to encourage students to reflect?  Refer to the description of Reflection in the Principles of Learning section of the Technology as Facilitator of Quality Education Model.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/learning/refl.html) 

2. Refer to the checklist of observable behaviors for Patterns and Connections in the Principles of Learning section of the Technology as Facilitator of Quality Education Model.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/learning/patt.html)   Does Bounous encourage her students in each one of these four areas (flexible thinking, critical thinking, transfer, sense-making)?  Describe how she does or does not encourage patterns and connections for each of these observable behaviors.  How does this affect student learning?

3. What does Bounous do to encourage the students to become actively involved in the lesson?  Would you have done anything differently?  Name some other ways you would have gotten them involved.  

Information Processing Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. In this video, Bounous enables the students to collect data themselves.  What are the benefits of this? Disadvantages?

2. What is the purpose of evaluation?  How do students benefit from it?  What problems do you see with evaluating students?

3. Read Rankin, V. (1992).  Presearch: Intellectual access to information.  School Library Journal, 38 (3),168-170.  Read this article and write a summary.

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. Why do you think Bounous allows the students to pick their own topic instead of picking it for them?  How might this facilitate student learning? What are advantages of this? Disadvantages?

2. How does Bounous encourage students to use the search stage of information processing?  Does she do it effectively?  Review the checklist of observable behaviors for the Search stage in the Information Processing section of the Technology as Facilitator of Quality Education Model. (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/information/sear.html) What else could she have done?

3. The students are evaluated in three areas.  Review the lesson plan and name these areas.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/video/033moms/0/)  Do you think these evaluations are appropriate for a physical education class?  Pretend you are the teacher.  Choose another method of evaluation for this lesson.  

Content Standards Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. Refer to the National Standards for Physical Education as documented by the Association for Sport and Physical Education.  (http://www.aahperd.org/naspe/publications-nationalstandards.html)   Develop some standards that are not already included in the publication.  Why do you feel your standards would be beneficial to physical education students?

2. Refer to the content standards for Health/Physical Education found in the model. (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/content/heal.html) Which do you feel are most important?  Are there any that you would add or delete?

3. Develop your own physical education lesson using the Health/Physical Education content standards (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/content/heal.html), and integrate technological tools into it. 

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. What do you feel are the advantages and disadvantages of having content standards for physical education?

2. What other content standards could have been included in this lesson?    How would the standards you chose to include facilitate student growth and development?  Refer to the Technology as Facilitator of Quality Education Model. (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/content/heal.html)  

3. Choose two Health/Physical Education Content Standards (http://www.aahperd.org/naspe/publications-nationalstandards.html) and explain how Bounous uses them in her classroom.

Democracy Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. Do you think it is important for teachers to use the concepts of democracy in the classroom? Why or why not?  What if a classroom teacher does not encourage the tenets of democracy?  How would the students act?

2. Why is it important for teachers to encourage students to learn how to make decisions?  What are some ways teachers can encourage this?

3. Put yourself in the role of a student.  How would working in teams influence your decision making?

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. How does the teacher demonstrate empowerment?  How does this affect the students?  Refer to the checklist of observable behaviors for Empowerment under the Democracy section of the model.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/democracy/empo.html) 

2. How would the project have been different if the students worked individually?  What are the benefits and disadvantages for a project such as this of having the students work in groups?

3. Do you feel it is important for a teacher to encourage individual responsibility and civil involvement with others?  Refer to the checklist of observable behaviors of this under the Tenets of Democracy section of the Technology as Facilitator of Quality Education Model.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/democracy/indi.html)  How are students encouraged to improve these skills?

4. How does Bounous sequence the lesson to incorporate the tenets of democracy?  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/democracy/demo.html)  How does she use the lesson to motivate students in a democratic setting?

Technology Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. What technological tools, if any, did you use in your physical education classes?  How did this help not only your physical growth, but also your emotional growth?

2. Review the technology competencies for pre-service teachers.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/technology/comps.html) Identify your level of proficiency (pre-novice, novice, apprentice, practitioner, or expert) for each competency listed in the three sections.  In what areas of competency do you need to improve?  Are you an “expert” in any areas?  Why is it important to understand your strengths and weaknesses in these competencies?  

3. Technology allows students to go beyond the classroom and textbook and gives access to other mediums.  Switzer states that students can practice tenets of democracy while engaging in technological activities.  Give examples of how this could be done.

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. List the technology resources used in this video.  How did these improve student learning?

2. Review the section on the use of ethics in technology in the model.  (http://www.intime.uni.edu/model/technology/compspage2.html#six) What ethics issues are identified in the video?

3. Locate the different technology resources and tools for information literacy.  What other tools could Bounous have incorporated into the lesson?

Teacher Knowledge Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. In this lesson, the teacher brings together what the students have done and will do.  How does this help the students and demonstrate her content knowledge?

2. How can you, as a teacher, demonstrate the willingness to accommodate teaching styles to the needs of diverse learners?  Give examples.  What does this do for students?

3. What is interpersonal intelligence?  Give examples of how you may integrate this type of intelligence in your classroom.

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. The teacher allows her students to compose a portion of their “Sportsfolios” in their native language.  How does this demonstrate effective classroom management and diversity while enabling her students to learn?

2. How does Bounous demonstrate respect for different cultures in the lesson?  What else could she have done?

3. How would you have addressed different multiple intelligences in the lesson?  How does Bounous do it? Give specific examples.

Teacher Behavior Video:


Focus Questions for Previewing:

1. What do you feel is the most important aspect of effective classroom management?  How would you integrate this in your classroom?

2. Reflect on your educational experiences.  How did you learn differently when you were interested in the topic you studied?  Did it affect your learning? How?

3. How does a teacher’s pedagogy affect her classroom?  Reflect on your different teaching styles and strategies.  How will these encourage your students to learn effectively?

Reflective Questions for Post-viewing:

1. How did Bounous give her students the opportunity to effectively solve problems?  Was this demonstrated in her classroom management?  How?

2. How does Bounous encourage a meaningful application of knowledge on the part of her students?  Give an example.

3. How does Bounous manage in-class group work?  What are some strategies you would use?

4. What techniques for classroom management and pedagogy would a physical education teacher need to be aware of?
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